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fangs with a large needle.    They think that the teeth of the  iguana  are  also poisonous and they knock them out with a stick, and if fresh teeth afterwards grow they believe them not to contain poison.    The python is called Ajgar, which  is  said  to  mean eater  of goats.     In captivity the pythons will not eat of themselves, and the snake-charmers chop up pieces of meat and fowls and placing the food in the reptile's mouth massage it down the body.    They feed the pythons only once in four  or five days.    They have antidotes for snake-bite, the root of a creeper called kalipar and   the   bark   of  the   karheya  tree.    When  a patient  is brought to them they give him a little pepper, and if he tastes the pungent flavour they think that he has not been affected by snake-poison, but if it seems tasteless that he has been bitten.    Then they give him small pieces of the two antidotes already mentioned with tobacco and 2^- leaves of the nim tree1 which is sacred to Devi.    On the festival of Nag-Panchmi (Cobra's Fifth) they worship their cobras and give them milk to drink and then take them round the town or village and the people also worship and feed the snakes and give a present of a few annas to the Sapera. In towns much frequented by cobras, a special adoration is paid to them.    Thus  in  Hatta  in  the Damoh  District a stone image of a   snake, known   as   Nag-Baba  or Father Cobra is worshipped for a month betore the festival of Nag-Panchmi.     During this period one man from every house in the village must go to  Nag-Baba's shrine outside and take food there and come back.    And on Nag-Panchmi the whole town goes out in a body to pay him reverence, and it is thought that if any one is absent the cobras will harass him for the whole year.    But' others say that cobras will only bite men of low caste.    The Saperas will not kill a snake as a rule, but occasionally it is said that they kill one and cut off the head and eat the body, this being possibly an instance of eating the divine animal- at a sacrificial meal. The  following  is  an old  account  of the performances  of - snake-charmers in Bengal:2
? Hence, on many occasions  throughout the year, the
1  Melict indica.                                      by the Rev.  Bihari Lai De, Calcutta
2  Bengali Festivals  and Holidays>      Review', vol. v. pp. 59, 60.